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5t Baghdad International water Conference Recommendations

Based on the conference’s slogan, “Water and Technology: A Partnership for Development”,
and in alignment with the vision, mission, and objectives of the Baghdad International Water
Conference, and stemming from the spirit of harmony and cooperation that prevailed
throughout the days of the conference resulting in recommendations aimed at building bridges
of cooperation on water-related issues and solutions, the following recommendations were
made:

1. The Ministry of Water Resources announces adoption of the initiative launched by the
Prime Minister, titled “Protecting the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers”, under the
slogan “Our Water, Our Future.” This initiative is a comprehensive strategic effort
driven by our deep belief in the necessity of preserving these two historic rivers. As
stated by the UN Secretary-General, they are a matter of global concern, not merely a
local issue. The initiative aims to protect the rivers from degradation and ensure their
sustainability as a shared civilizational and water heritage among the peoples of the
region. It operates within a participatory national and regional framework that
strengthens water resource management, promotes innovation, and enhances cross-
border cooperation to secure water sustainability for current and future generations.

2. We express, from this platform, our deep concern and strong condemnation of the grave
violations of international and humanitarian law being committed against civilians in
Gaza. We call for an immediate end to the violence, the protection of lives and civilian
infrastructure, and the urgent delivery of drinking water to them.

3. Strengthening regional cooperation within the framework of integrated management of
shared water resources by promoting the exchange and sharing of climate and
hydrological data and information. This serves as a fundamental entry point for building
trust and establishing a knowledge base that enables the opening of sustainable
negotiation channels leading to fair and comprehensive agreements. Such agreements
would ensure the equitable and reasonable distribution of water, serve the interests of
the riparian countries, and contribute to the well-being of all.

4. Establishing a regional information center for the sharing and exchange of climate and
hydrological data using remote sensing technologies and open-source digital models.
This aims to enhance transparency and build trust in data exchange, while providing a
knowledge-based foundation that paves the way for prospects of cooperation.

5. Preserving groundwater and managing it properly in a way that ensures its sustainability
and prevents depletion.

6. Emphasizing the importance of establishing national and international financing
platforms specialized in supporting smart water projects through effective partnerships
between various sectors and international funding institutions. The goal is to finance
initiatives related to desalination, treatment, and reuse—particularly in agricultural
areas and the most vulnerable local communities—and to advance the development of
related technologies.

7. Integrating rural water and sanitation networks into the circular economy system by
utilizing treated wastewater to produce bioenergy and expanding reuse programs. This
approach aims to achieve a balance between environmental efficiency and economic
return.

8. Integrating rural water and sanitation networks into the circular economy framework
by utilizing treated wastewater for bioenergy production and expanding reuse
programs. This approach seeks to strike a balance between environmental efficiency
and economic benefit.

9. Encouraging the localization of smart sensing technologies by supporting the
manufacturing of low-cost, highly durable local devices—for example, devices that

5



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

measure soil moisture, water salinity, and water quality—and linking them to users’
decision-making networks. Additionally, integrating these technologies with artificial
intelligence to enhance water use efficiency.

The conference calls for the preparation of regularly updated interactive maps of water
vulnerability areas, to be used as a reference for directing government investments and
prioritizing urgent interventions to ensure social stability and the sustainability of its
existence.

The conference proposes redefining drought as a sustainable structural phenomenon
linked to ecological, climatic, and economic systems, rather than as a transient event.
This requires integrating drought management into long-term policies, developing
indicators to measure it, and strengthening institutional and agricultural adaptation to
ensure water security amid climate change. It also calls for cross-border partnerships to
cooperate in mitigating its impacts and developing tailored adaptation programs.

The conference encourages supporting applied research in agriculture within fragile
environments, with the allocation of national awards for innovations that combine the
use of saline water in agriculture, improvement of salt-tolerant crops, renewable energy,
and smart technologies in agricultural and food production chains.

The conference emphasizes the importance of supporting rural and marshland women’s
projects and youth initiatives in the field of water management through participatory
financing and technical training. It also highlights linking these projects to agricultural
value chains to enhance their economic independence and environmental security, as
well as establishing financing partnerships between crop marketing institutions and
funding organizations.

The conference calls on the Ministry of Education to embed a water culture within
educational curricula through an approach that connects the school, family, and
community, aiming to establish the concept of sustainability as a deeply rooted
collective behavior rather than a passing slogan.

It is essential to develop a comprehensive strategy for institutional and legislative
reform across various water sectors to enhance water use efficiency and achieve justice
in distribution. This strategy should align with national strategies related to water issues
and contribute to social and economic development while preserving the environment.
The conference calls for the preparation of a national guide to document pioneering
experiences implemented based on the recommendations of previous conferences,
compiling them into an open reference accessible to researchers and decision-makers
to disseminate benefits and support policy development.

In conclusion, we call for the continued cooperation to implement the recommendations to
enhance the well-being of communities, achieve peace and stability, and advance
sustainable development indicators. We also thank you for your valuable participation in
this international event and wish everyone ongoing success and prosperity.



